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his newsletter is designed to provide you with informa-

tion about the proposed reconstruction project on a
portion of the Beartooth Highway in Wyoming. This issue
discusses the proposed project, environmental studies and
impacts, upcoming public hearings, and the remainder of
the environmental review process.

DEIS Availability

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for reconstruc-
tion of segment 4 of the Beartooth highway is now available for public
review. Thisdocument provides information about the reconstruction
alternatives, the resources within the road corridor, and the potential
effects reconstruction may have on arearesources. Information on how
to obtain a copy of the DEIS is on the next page of this newsletter.

The issuance of the DEIS begins the public comment period, which
ends July 29, 2002. During the comment period, the genera public, and
local, state, and federal agencies are encouraged to submit comments on
the document. There will be a series of public hearings to solicit public
comment and to provide
information about the
project. After the com-
ment period, the FHWA
will review and respond

.~ ments. The DEISwill
be finalized to incor-
porate comments, and a
Final Environmentd
Impact Statement
(FEIS) will be issued.
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The DEISisavailable at the following locations:
Yellowstone National Park ~ Shoshone National Forest ~ Shoshone National Forest

Park Headquarters 203A Y ellowstone Ave. 808 Meadow Lane
Mammoth, Wyoming Cody, Wyoming Cody, Wyoming
Park County Library Custer National Forest Carnegie Library
1057 Sheridan Ave. 6811 Highway 212 South 3 West 8" St.

Cody, Wyoming Red Lodge, Montana Red Lodge, Montana

Wyoming Dept. of Wyoming Dept. of Federal Highway Admin.

Transportation Transportation 555 Zang St., 3™ Floor
218 West C 5300 Bishop Blvd. Lakewood, Colorado
Basin, Wyoming Cheyenne, Wyoming

Federal Highway Admin. Federal Highway Admin. Cooke City Chamber of
2880 Skyway Dr. 1916 Evans Ave. Commerce
Helena, Montana Cheyenne, Wyoming Cooke City, Montana

Top of the World Store
Beartooth Highway

The Proposed Project

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with
the U.S. Forest Service and the National Park Service, proposes to
reconstruct a 30-km (18-mi.) portion of the Beartooth Highway (U.S.
212) in Wyoming. The proposed project would begin just west of the
Clay Butte Lookout turnoff, traverse over Beartooth Pass, and end at the
Montana/Wyoming state line. The Beartooth Highway isa 110.5-
kilometer (68.7-mile) route that begins at the northeast entrance to
Y ellowstone National Park and ends at Red Lodge, Montana. The
adjacent map shows the highway segment proposed for reconstruction
(segment 4).

The existing roadway is narrow and has deteriorated, with narrow
travel lanes and shoulders, as well as insufficient roadside recovery

areas (side slopes), guardrails, signage, and drainage. A maintenance
project completed in 2000 produced a drivable surface that will last
about 5 years, but did not repair any of the structural deficiencies. The
purpose and need for the project is—

- Maintain an efficient transportation link between Red
Lodge, Montana and Y ellowstone National Park that
safely accommodates projected traffic in 2025

« Provide aroadway that could be reasonably maintained
by a maintaining agency

«  Support management of National Forest lands adjacent to the
road, including maintaining the Scenic Byway/All American
Road intrinsic qualities
The reconstructed highway primarily would follow the existing road
corridor and would include improvements to alignment, grade, and
width. The road surface would have adesign life of 20 years, and
subgrade structures such as culverts and bridges would have a design
life of 75 years. Reconstruction of the road would begin in 2004. The
construction would take about 6 years. It would be phased as two
Separate, 3-year projects.

Studies and Information Gathering

Before designing alternatives for the project, the FHWA conducted
extensive environmental and engineering studies. Meetings with the
public and with local, state, and federal agencies were held to determine
the important issues surrounding reconstruction of the Beartooth
Highway. A Socia, Economic and Environmental Study Team (SEE
Team), composed of the Shoshone National Forest, National Park
Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Wyoming Department
of Transportation, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Wyoming
Department of Environmental Quality, has been assembled to help
study important
issues and
develop alter-
natives. The SEE
Team meets
about every 6
months to discuss
the studies and
resource issues
and to review the
reconstruction
aternatives. All
important
resource issues
arediscussed in
the DEIS.

Pavement and shoulder deficiencies endanger both drivers
and pedestrians.



Alternative Development and
Components of the Preferred Alternative

The FHWA developed six alternatives, including the No Action
Alternative, which are discussed in detail in the DEIS. The FHWA
worked with the SEE Team to develop a preferred alternative that
bal ances resource impacts and the needs associated with highway safety
and maintenance. The preferred alignment would minimize resource
impacts, while making sure the reconstructed roadway would be safe,
efficient, maintainable, and would support National Forest management
of adjoining lands. The preferred aternative would deviate from the
existing alignment substantially only in two places—Beartooth Ravine
and Top of the World Store. The realignment at the Beartooth Ravine
would incorporate a bridge to better negotiate the steep terrain near
Beartooth Falls. Near Top of the World Store, the new alignment
would swing north of the existing alignment to avoid impacting
wetlands. Wetlands affected by the original construction of the existing
road would be restored. Elsewhere, the new road would closely follow
the alignment of the existing road.

Severa facilities would be needed for the project. Two materials
sources, which would supply gravel and rock for the roadbase, have
been identified. The project may need only one materials source—used
previously for road projects—south of U.S. 212 on Forest Service Road
118 (Ghost Creek). A workcamp for housing construction personnel is
proposed for the Fox Creek campground, which is located west of the
project areaon U.S. 212. The campground would be needed for about 6
years, the anticipated period of construction. Following highway
construction, the improved campground would be available for public
use again. An alternative workcamp site is being considered near the
junction of U.S. 212 and WY 296.

Environmental Effects

The build alternatives would disturb
between 70 to 78 ha (173 to 194 ac.) of
previously undisturbed areas.
Anticipated effects would include
disturbance of 3 ha (6 to 8 ac.) of
wetlands (no net loss after
revegetation), and the permanent |oss of
7to8ha(17to 22 ac.) of alpine
meadows and 7 to 10 ha (17 to 24 ac.)
of grizzly bear habitat. All build
aternatives would ater the footprint
and location of the historic roadway,
and all build alternatives except
Alternative 2 would remove four
historic bridges. One of the four
bridges would not be dismantled in

oseris, arareplant, is '
found near the highway.

Pink ag

Alternative 2. All build aternatives would comply with the Shoshone
National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. The FHWA has
developed plans to mitigate all wetland impacts, |andscape and
revegetate all areas disturbed by the project, and mitigate adverse
effects on historic resources. The FHWA, in cooperation with the U.S.
Forest Service and the National Park Service, identified Alternative 6—
Blended Emphasis as the preferred alternative.

Other Activities on the Beartooth Highway

Beginning in 2003, the FHWA will begin reconstructing a portion
(segment 1) of the Beartooth Highway from the northeast entrance of
Y ellowstone National Park east to the Montana/\Wyoming state line
near Cooke City, Montana. Reconstruction of this highway segment is
separate from the reconstruction project addressed in this newsletter.

July Open House Public Hearings

Between July 9 and July 11, three public hearings will be held to
gather input on the DEIS. The FHWA will be available to answer
guestions and take comments. Hearings will be held at:

Cody, WY Cooke City, MT Red Lodge, MT

July 9, Tuesday July 10, Wednesday July 11, Thursday
7:00t0 9:00 pm 7:00t0 9:00 pm 7:00t0 9:00 pm
Holiday Inn Fire Hall Bridge Creek Restaurant
1701 Sheridan Avenue | U.S. 212 116 S. Broadway
Two Dot Room Banguet Room

For More Information

Additional information about the proposed project and instructions
on getting a copy of the DEIS can be obtained from several sources.
The FHWA maintains awebsite for the project at—
http://www.cflhd.gov/projects/wy/beartooth. Bert McCauley isthe
FHWA'’s project manager for the project. Richard Cushing directs the
environmental efforts for the FHWA. Mr. McCauley can be reached at
303-716-2081 and Mr. Cushing at 303-716-2138, or by writing to:

Federal Highway Administration
CFLHD, Environment (Attn HFHD-16)
555 Zang Street, Rm 259
Lakewood, CO 80228
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