	Red Lodge – Cooke City Approach Road Historic District
	
	Park and Carbon counties, MT and Park County, WY

	Name of Property
	
	County and State



NPS Form 10‑900
OMB Approval No. 1024‑0018 

(Rev. Aug. 2002)
(Expires Jan. 2005)

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

REGISTRATION FORM 
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	1. Name of Property


ADVANCE \D 2.15historic name: Red Lodge – Cooke City Approach Road Historic Districtfillin "" \d ""
other name/site number: Red Lodge – Cook City Highway; Beartooth Highway; US 212; 24PA1255, 24CB1964, 48PA2310fillin "" \d ""
	2. Location 


ADVANCE \D 2.15street & number: N/Afillin "" \d ""
not for publication: n/a 
fillin "" \d ""city/town: Red Lodge and Cooke City, MT
vicinity: Xfillin "" \d ""
state: Montana  
code: MT
county: Carbonfillin "" \d ""  code: fillin "" \d ""009   zip code: 59068 (see continuation sheets)

	3. State/Federal Agency Certification


	As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this  X  nomination     request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  In my opinion, the property  X  meets     does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be considered significant      nationally     statewide      locally.  (     See continuation sheet for additional comments.)  

________________________________________________________________

____________________

Signature of certifying official/Title






Date 

________________________________________________________________

State or Federal agency or bureau


	In my opinion, the property ____ meets _____ does not meet the National Register criteria.

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________

Signature of commenting or other official






Date 

_______________________________________________________________________

State or Federal agency and bureau 


	4. National Park Service Certification

	I, hereby certify that this property is:
	Signature of the Keeper
	
	Date of Action

	______  entered in the National Register


______  see continuation sheet
	
	
	

	______  determined eligible for the National Register


______  see continuation sheet
	
	
	

	______  determined not eligible for the National Register


______  see continuation sheet
	
	
	

	______  removed from the National Register


______  see continuation sheet
	
	
	

	______  other (explain)


	
	
	


	5. Classification


	Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
	Category of Property

(Check only one box
	Number of Resources within Property

(Do not incl. previously listed resources in the count.)

	
	private
	
	building(s)
	Contributing
	Non-Contributing
	

	
	public-local
	X
	District
	0
	1
	buildings

	X
	public-State
	
	site
	10
	8
	sites

	X
	public-Federal
	
	structure
	12
	9
	structures

	
	
	
	object
	
	
	objects

	
	
	22
	18
	Total


	Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a  multiple property listing.)        N/A   
	Number of contributing resources previously                                         listed in the National Register:  None


	
	
	


	6. Function or Use 


	Historic Functions:
(Enter categories from instructions)
Transportation/road-related; Recreation and culture/outdoor recreationfillin "" \d ""
	Current Function:
(Enter categories from instructions)
Transportation/road-related; Recreation and culture/outdoor recreation fillin "" \d ""


	7. Description 


	Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
	materials:
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Other: National Park Service Rustic
	foundation: stone; concrete fillin "" \d ""

	
	walls:   N/Afillin "" \d ""

	
	roof:   N/Afillin "" \d ""

	
	other:  Stone; concrete fillin "" \d ""


Narrative Description:

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

The Red Lodge-Cooke City Approach Road Historic District, commonly referred to as the Beartooth Highway, 
 is a roughly 60-mile-long linear transportation corridor that links Yellowstone National Park’s Northeast Entrance Station with the Rock Creek drainage, south of the community of Red Lodge. Along most of this distance, the width of the corridor varies between 500 and 100 feet. (See continuation pages.)
	8.  Statement of Significance


	Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing.)

	X   A
	Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  B
	Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

	X   C
	Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  D
	Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

	Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

	  Property is:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  A
	owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  B
	removed from its original location.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  C
	a birthplace or grave.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  D
	a cemetery.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  E
	a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  F
	a commemorative property.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  G
	less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

	Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation; Entertainment/Recreation; Engineering

	Period of Significance

1931 – 1938 

	Significant Dates

1931 – Passage of the Park Approaches Act

1932 – EO withdrawing lands within 250 feet of highway centerline for roadway use

1936 – Official opening of the road to public travel

	Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

	Cultural Affiliation

N/A

	Architect/Builder

Bureau of Public Roads

National Park Service Landscape Division


Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property.)        SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

	9. Major Bibliographic References


Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

	Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
	Primary Location of Additional Data: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 State Historic Preservation Office

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  previously listed in the National Register 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other State agency 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  previously determined eligible by the National Register 
	X    Federal agency 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  designated a National Historic Landmark 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Local government 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  University 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other 

	
	Name of Repository:      


fillin "" \d ""
	10. Geographical Data


Acreage of Property: Roughly 3,311 acres fillin "" \d ""
UTM References

 (Place additional UTM References on a continuation sheet.)

	1
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	49
	83
	593
	
	3
	12
	
	5
	89
	428
	
	49
	84
	365
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	Easting
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	2
	12
	
	5
	82
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	49
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	4
	12
	
	5
	94
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	49 
	78
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	Northing


	
	
	Zone
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X See continuation sheet

ADVANCE \D 3.60Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)fillin "" \d ""
fillin "" \d ""
	11. Form Prepared By


name/title: Ian Smith, Research Historian; Carla Homstad, Associate Historian; Janene Caywood, Associate Archaeologist.fillin "" \d ""
organization: Historical Research Associates, Inc.

date:  September, 2005fillin "" \d ""
street & number: P.O. Box 7086

telephone: 406 721-1958
city or town: Missoula

state: MT


zip code: 59807-7086
	Additional Documentation


ADVANCE \D 3.60Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
USGS maps  (7.5 minute series) indicating the property's location.   

	Property Owner


(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name/title:      fillin "" \d ""
street & number:      fillin "" \d ""

telephone:      fillin "" \d ""
city or town:      fillin "" \d ""

state: 
     zip code:      fillin "" \d ""
� During the construction period official government documents refer to the road as the “Red Lodge-Cooke City Approach Road to Yellowstone National Park.”  In most common usage, however, the last four words were eliminated, and many referred to the road as the Red Lodge-Cooke City Approach Road, sometimes shortened to the Red Lodge-Cooke City Highway. Over the years, various other names have been proposed for the road. Soon after its completion, the residents of Cooke City suggested naming it the “Shelley Highway Skyway,” or “Shelley Skyway,” in order to honor the efforts of O. H. P. Shelley – a prominent Red Lodge booster who lobbied Congress for money to build the road.  This proposal was not adopted, however, and various public and private entities continued to refer to the road by variations on the aforementioned themes. In 1938, the Northern Pacific Railroad referred to the road as the “Red Lodge HIGHroad to Yellowstone Park,” in its promotional brochures.  For a time local newspapers adopted this appellation, sometimes shortening it to the “HIGHroad.”  By the 1960s, the Forest Service, the National Park Service, and the Federal Highway Administration all referred to the road as the Beartooth Highway.  In response, the Red Lodge Chamber of Commerce declared its intention to use “Beartooth Highway” in all printed tourist-related materials.  Although it took some time for all entities to assume the same name in referencing the roadway, by 1970 most agency representatives and individuals were calling the road the “Beartooth Highway.” The recent 2002 listing of the road as a component of the All American Road program identifies the road as the Beartooth Highway.  Bruce H. Blevins provides a summary of road names in his Beartooth Highway Experiences (Powell, Wyoming: WIM Marketing, 2003), 47-49.





