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				 					   In Reply Refer to:  HFPP-16

April 7, 2011

Mr. James C. Christian	Mr. Keith Simila
Division Administrator (HDA-UT)	Director of Engineering
FHWA-UT	USDA Forest Service, Region 4
2520 West 4700 South, Suite 9A	324 25th Street	
Salt Lake City, UT 84118-1847	Ogden, UT 84401

Mr. Stan Burns
Director for Asset Management
Utah Department of Transportation
4501 South, 2700 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84114


Dear Gentlemen:

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Utah Public Lands Highway (PLH) Program Meeting conference call is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 20th, 2011. The conference call is expected to last approximately two hours. The purpose of this conference call will be to go over the current status of the program, current projects, and projects to be programmed in out-years. It was decided to hold the meeting via conference call this year primarily due to travel budget concerns. 

The following is the call in info:   1-866-767-9124	Password: 5216933

Overall Status of the Utah Forest Highway Program:

The PLH Program in Utah is in good condition, programmed through FY 2016, a tribute to the efforts of the Program Agencies.  

Status of SAFETEA-LU and Forest Highway (FH) Funding Levels:

At this time, we have received $5,768,339 of Forest Highway funds under the Continuing Resolution through March 4, 2011, including a portion of the unobligated carryover from FY 2010. Although we anticipate receiving a total of approximately $9.62 million of FH funds for Utah in FY11, including unobligated carryover from FY 2010, the takedowns and reduction in contract authority have not yet been determined.   

We are operating under an extension of SAFETEA-LU, and are currently programming with the assumption that we will have extensions and continuing resolutions through FY11. We are hoping for a new multi-year Transportation Bill by FY12, which should allow for loan/borrows between states.

Status of ARRA Projects and Funding Levels:

Utah received $1,961,852 of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding in 2009.  As per the Program Agencies decision, all of this money, supplemented with $2,596,570 of UT Forest Highway program money was used to award the UT PFH 39-1(3) Sevenmile Gooseberry Paving project for a total of $4,558,422. All ARRA funds were expended on this project.

Projects Completed in 2010:

UT PFH 39-1(2), Sevenmile-Gooseberry.  This project extends south from Twin Ponds for 8.1 km (5.0 mi).  Final acceptance was on October 27, 2010. At this time we are anticipating deobligating approximately $350,000 of unexpended contract funds which will be returned to the UT FH program, as noted in the FY11 “Seven-Year Plan”.

Projects Currently Under Construction:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]UT PLH 523-1(2), Bear River Access Road (PLH-D funded).  This project was awarded to Geneva Rock Products out of Ogden, UT for $8,312,041.25 on September 15, 2009.  The project provides grading, drainage, base and superpave asphalt pavement for 48.44 km of roadway. 

Programmed Projects:

UT PFH 39-1(4) Sevenmile-Gooseberry.  There are currently approximately 9.3 miles remaining on this route.  The next project on the route is programmed in FY14 for $13.2 million, which will focus on grading and drainage continuing south from the current project.  Project Development is currently 95% complete.  The current 2010 engineer’s estimate for the remaining 9.3 miles is $13.5 million and does NOT include any additional paving to this phase or the completed phases.  

The limits of proposed paving along the route has been on the table in recent years. The route is currently paved from I-70 to one mile beyond the Gooseberry Administrative Site Road. The Tri-Agency will have to decide on how far to pave the route in future program years. Design for the entire route will be completed in 2011.

UT PFH 29-1(1), Beaver to Junction (SR 153).  This project is currently programmed for FY11. The current Engineer’s Estimate (updated in March 2011 by CFLHD) is $12,810,425. This includes approximately $1.325 million of utility relocation which will be funded by UDOT.  The UT FH program would be responsible for $11,485,425. The Utah FH program can fund $10 million in FY11, and therefore would need approximately $1.5 million Advance Construction (AC) loan that 
the Utah Transportation Commission approved for this project. Bid options are being explored to allow for award flexibility based on bids received.


UT PFH 46, La Sal Mountain Loop Road.  The Program Agencies agreed to program $3.6 million in FY’16 for work along this route. Any remaining work, above the $3.6 million, will need to go through the LRTP Call for Projects process. Scoping of the entire route has been completed and prioritization of sections needing improvements will be determined.

Miscellaneous:   
Highway Easement Deed Issues.  The lack of Highway Easement Deeds on many of Utah Forest Highways was discussed at last year’s program meeting. CFLHD has assessed this issue in Utah and will coordinate a conference call with Tri-agencies to review status and future schedule. If a Letter of Consent is ever needed, CFLHD and UDOT should work together (Forest Service involvement is limited). CFLHD will coordinate with UDOT for Forest Highway network roads.
Utah FH Long Range Plan and Forest Highway Selection Process

The final version of the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) for the FH program in Utah was approved by the Tri-agency on May 5, 2010.  The first “call for projects” has not been determined and will depend on the Program Agencies’ direction. An online copy of the final plan can be found at: http://www.cflhd.gov/LRTP/index.cfm.

Next Year’s PLH Program Meeting Date:

Action Item: The Program Agencies should select a date, time and location for the FY 2012 Utah PLH Program Meeting. 

Proposed Seven-Year Plan:  

Copies of the proposed and original FY 2011 “Seven-Year Plans” are provided in Appendices 1 and 2 respectively.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Mr. Rick Simansons at (720) 963‑3626 or at rick.simansons@dot.gov.


						Sincerely yours,
						
								ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
				
						Andy Byra
						Acting Planning & Programs Manager
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