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In Reply Refer To:  
HFPP-16
TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY

April 6, 2011

Ms. Susan Klekar					Mr. Keith Simila				
Division Administrator (HDA-NV)			Director of Engineering	
FHWA-NV						USDA Forest Service, Region 4	
705 North Plaza Street, Suite 220			324 25th Street	
Carson City, NV 89701-0602                                 	Ogden, UT 84401

Ms. Susan Martinovich
Director, Nevada Department of Transportation
1263 S. Stewart St.
Carson City, NV 89712

Dear Ms. Klekar, Mr. Simila and Ms. Martinovich:

The 2011 Nevada Public Lands Highway (PLH) Program Meeting conference call is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. PST on Tuesday, April 19, 2011. The conference call is expected to last approximately two hours. The purpose of this conference call will be to go over the current status of the program, current projects, and projects to be programmed in out-years. It was decided to hold the meeting via conference call this year primarily due to travel budget concerns. This meeting forum change will save travel time and cost for everyone.

The following is the call in info:   1-866-767-9124	Password: 5216933

Overall Status of the Nevada Forest Highway Program:

At the last program meeting, the Tri-agency agreed that new projects should go through a formal Call for Projects process. This is currently underway and is and is explained in more detail later in this agenda.  

Status of SAFETEA-LU and Forest Highway (FH) Funding Levels:

At this time, we have received $1,206,650 of Forest Highway funds under the Continuing Resolution through March 4, 2011, including a portion of the unobligated carryover from FY 2010. Although we anticipate receiving a total of approximately $2.61 million for Nevada in FY11, including unobligated carryover from FY 2010, the takedowns and reduction in contract authority have not yet been determined.   

We are operating under an extension of SAFETEA-LU, and are currently programming with the assumption that we will have extensions and continuing resolutions through FY11. We are hoping for a new multi-year Transportation Bill by FY12, which should allow for loan/borrows between states.

Status of ARRA Projects and Funding:

Nevada received $842,787 of ARRA funding in 2009.  As per the Program Agencies decision, all of this money, supplemented with $261,757 of NV Forest Highway program money was used to award the NV PFH 2(1) Mount Rose Highway project for a total of $1,104,544.00. All of the ARRA funds were expended in 2010.

Projects Completed in FY 2010:

NV PFH 31-1(1), Lamoille Canyon Road.  This project provided 12.3 miles of pavement surfacing, a structural plate culvert, minor drainage improvements and slope scaling. The project was completed on November 22, 2010. At this time we are anticipating deobligating approximately $323,000 of unexpended contract funds which will be returned to the NV FH program in FY12, as noted in the FY11 “Seven-Year Plan”.

NV PFH 2-1(1), Mount Rose Highway.  This project provided access to the existing Galena Recreation facility with widening to accommodate acel/decel and turn lanes along the Mount Rose Highway.  Final acceptance occurred on November 15, 2010.

Projects under Construction in FY 2011:

None

Programmed Projects:

NV FH 01, Lake Tahoe (SR 28).  At last year’s program meeting, the Program Agencies agreed to transfer $1,600,000 of NV FH program funds towards this project to NDOT in FY’11 (possibly some of that towards NV FH 02, Mount Rose (SR 431).  The final amount available will not be known until CFLHD receives the full year allocation, since we are operating on extensions of the old highway bill. An agreement cannot be finalized until we have a full FY 11 Continuing Resolution and we know the final amount available.

· Action Item: NDOT to update on project status (e.g. are there still some outstanding ROW issues to resolve, and did NDOT get a Conditional ROW Certification).

FH 11 Kyle Canyon Road Intersection Improvements.  At last year’s program meeting, the Program Agencies agreed to program $1,000,000 in FY’12 for intersection improvements along Kyle Canyon Road (SR 157) at the proposed Visitor’s Center and Kyle Canyon campground. It would be ideal to coordinate the intersection improvements around the Visitor Center work. An EIS has been completed that includes this intersection. 

· Action Item:  Forest service to provide update on Visitor Center schedule.

The other portion of this project is the development of shoulders/bike lanes, and trailhead parking along Kyle Canyon Road from the proposed Visitor’s Center east to Highway 95, which is approximately 17 miles. NDOT submitted this project for the NV Forest Highway Call for Projects currently underway. 

Nevada FH Call for Projects Selection Process

 “Call for Projects” schedule:
· 3 candidate project applications were received March 17, 2011
· FH  11 Kyle Canyon Rd. – Shoulder/bike lane addition and trailhead parking
· FH 1 Lake Tahoe – Water quality, erosion control and slope stabilization
· FH 1 Lake Tahoe – Bikeway
· Tri-Agency rating of candidate projects and reconciliation meeting (conference call) April 6, 2011

· Action Item:	Tri-agency to finalize project selection and program project(s) in “Seven-Year Plan”.

· Future Call for Projects schedule to be discussed

Other Miscellaneous

NV PFH 11-1(4), Kyle Canyon Bridge Replacement.  This project was completed in November 2009. There is still a $99,652 claim on the project. Depending on outcome, additional NV FH program funds may be needed to cover it.

NV PFH 24 Harrison Pass.  Negotiations with Elko County are complete, and CFLHD is waiting for the Elko County attorney's office to provide a statement of legal sufficiency.

Next Year’s PLH Program Meeting Date:

Action Item: The Program Agencies should select a date, time and location for the FY 2012 Nevada PLH Program Meeting.

Proposed Seven-Year Plan:  

Copies of the and proposed and original  FY 2011 “Seven-Year Plans” are provided in Appendices 1 and 2 respectively.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Mr. Rick Simansons at (720) 963‑3626 or at rick.simansons@dot.gov.


						Sincerely yours,
						
								ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
				
						Andy Byra
						Acting Planning & Programs Manager
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